How To Guard Against Election Scams

We are all sitting targets for the election scammers. Here are seven of the actions you
can take to avoid falling victim to their tricks, according to www.scambusters.org/:

1. Get to know the names of fake news websites. You'll find a fairly full list of
them on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of fake news websites

2. Never take action or allow yourself to be influenced by a single article,
especially those that make outrageous claims. Follow your instinct up to a point,
but it's best to check other news sources and websites specializing in fact
checking. There are many good fact-checking sites. Where politics and elections
are concerned, two of the best ones

are http://www.factcheck.org and www.politifact.com.

3. Don't make donations (of any sort, not just to political parties) in response to
an unsolicited call or email. Instead, visit the site of the organization you want to
support and send your contribution directly to them. And don't be taken in by
caller ID that seems to suggest the call is coming from a legit source.

4. Be wary about websites claiming to belong to political parties. Check with
officials, party offices and, again, make your donations directly (for example by
check) if you can.

5. Skip the surveys that promise rewards that are too good to be true. And never
give personal information or wire money to people you don't know.

6. If you're told you need to register or reregister to vote, check with your state or
local election office. Find it here: https://www.usa.gov/election-office

7. And remember, you can't vote by phone, text or via a website. And you can't
necessarily believe your eyes or ears, no matter how convincing the item.



