HOW TO STORE YOUR OLD SMARTPHONES AND TABLETS
UNTIL YOU NEED THEM

If you keep an old smartphone or tablet as a backup device, here is how to properly
store it so it will work if and when you need it:

Switch the device off

Store the device with a 50% charge. If you store it in a fully charged state, this
could shorten the battery's life. Conversely, if you store it with too little charge,
then the battery could deplete to a point where it will not take a charge

Store the device in a cool (not above 32°C/90°F) and moisture-free place

Wrap the device in a lint-free cloth and place it inside a Ziploc bag. Sandwich
bags are the perfect size, with a few silica gel pouches inside. In many climates,
this is the only way to guarantee a moisture-free environment, and also helps
protect against dirt and dust

Check the device every six months and recharge to 50%

When you top the battery up to 50% every six months, use this opportunity to run
a software update and update all the apps

Keep a charge cable with the device -- not only does this make recharging an
easier job, but it also means that if you want to sell it (or give it away), the new
owner also gets a cable so they can start using it immediately

If you find that a year or 18 months have gone by and you haven't used the
device, then there's a very good chance that you're never going to use it again,
which might be a good time to think about selling the device or giving it away



