
Android Theft Detection Lock Knows When Your Phone Is 
Stolen 
  
 
In a world where rapidly advancing technology leads invariably to ever smarter thieves it is 
necessary to adapt quickly in order to protect your personal information and devices.  Fortunately, 
there are many companies out there that are dedicated to doing just that.   
 
Google recently announced that Android phones will soon have a feature called Theft Detection 
Lock which will use artificial intelligence to automatically detect when the phones have been 
snatched from your hand and lock themselves, as part of the new changes that include adding extra 
protections to secure your phone if it has been stolen. 
 
Using smartphone sensors, such as the accelerometer and gyroscope, Google trained its 
algorithms to detect sudden changes in the phone’s positioning and the motions that might 
indicate it has been snatched. 
 
Another protection will stop your phone from being set up after a factory reset unless the person 
knows your login details. 
 
Another new feature is if a thief tries to disable Google's Find My Device location-tracking service 
they will need to also use your PIN, password, or biometric information to unlock it. 
 
If you have an iPhone that has been updated to iOS 17.3 it already has similar device protections. 


